
 
Cal-Neva AFS Newsletter

May 27, 2025
In this issue...

Cal-Neva AFS 2025 Workshop Registration Open! - This Friday, May 30th
Congratulating our 2025 Award Winners
Cal-Neva Comments on ESA Modification Proposal
Opportunities & More!

Cal-Neva AFS 2025 Workshop:
THIS FRIDAY! �

Join Cal-Neva at our 2025 Workshop May 30th, 2025 in Hutchins Street Square, Lodi, CA!
This workshop features a poster session, lunch, the Annual AFS business meeting, and an
R-Studio training session.

P.S - Don't forget to vote for our new Cal-Neva Chapter's Officers - President &
Treasurer! Voting must be done before the Business Meeting on May 30th.

Use the links below to register and vote!

https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&nav=fc7c4021-d1b2-43d0-874a-df11f478bca2


Workshop Registration

Cal-Neva Officer Election

Congratulations to our 2025 Cal-Neva Award Winners!
Join us in celebrating their achievements at the 2025 Workshop, details above

Distinguished Professional Achievement Award
J.D. Wikert, U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service

J.D. Wikert has played a pivotal role in California fisheries ecology. Recently retired as a Habitat
Restoration Coordinator with the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service, his career spanned projects across multiple

watersheds. As a leader in Central Valley river restoration, he has worked to lead the way on over a dozen
habitat restoration projects that have received more than $50 million in public funding. His impact on the

Stanislaus River alone has demonstrated his tremendous commitment to environmental conservation
where projects under his direction have led to the restoration of more than 20 acres of floodplains and
created greater spawning habitat for salmonids. He has also demonstrated his commitment to public

outreach through his organization of the annual Stanislaus River Salmon Festival.

Deacon-Moyle Native Fishes Award
Luke Ellison, UC Davis

Since 1999, Luke Ellison has worked tirelessly for the conservation of delta smelt and longfin smelt in
California. Throughout his career with UC Davis’s Fish Conservation and Culture Laboratory (FCCL), he has
worked to establish and maintain refuge populations for these species and to develop culturing methods

for their propagation. He has led the way for cultured fish to supplement wild populations of these
species. He has collaborated in many research projects concerning delta smelt and longfin smelt. His work

to culture these species has demonstrated an extraordinary commitment to the conservation of
California’s native fishes.

Conservation Achievement Award
Lodi U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service Office

The Lodi U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service Office will receive the Conservation Achievement Award for its
commitment to conservation and restoration projects. With over 80 staff members working in fisheries
ecology and fish conservation, the office conducts monitoring of multiple threatened, endangered, and

https://ticketstripe.com/AFSWorkshop
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe2q-eIe_s96P9groAAMjn0yECmtfsGjR5Ifj2-TnK-Aoo3dA/viewform


candidate species such as delta smelt, longfin smelt, Chinook salmon, and white sturgeon. They have
continued to complete research, monitoring, and restoration activities in spite of the current hardships

facing federal offices. The work done by the staff of the Lodi U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service Office
exemplifies the ability of agencies to conserve native species and habitats.

Cal-Neva Comments on the Proposed Endangered
Species Act Modifications

Cal-Neva has respectfully submitted comments on the regarding the proposed rule to
rescind the regulatory definition of “harm” under the Endangered Species Act (ESA).

In part, it states:

"We strongly oppose the proposed rescission of the definition of “harm” that includes
habitat modification.

...
Habitat is not optional, it is essential. Without it, fish cannot spawn, rear, migrate, or

survive. Science is clear: protecting habitat is protecting species. We urge the U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service to uphold the current definition of harm and maintain the integrity of

the ESA as a science-based conservation law."

Please see the link below to access our full statement on the topic.

Full Cal-Neva Comment

Join the Cal-Neva AFS Team!

PAID INTERNSHIPS
Social Media Intern

Looking for a creative, fishy outlet? Look no further and apply to become our Social Media
Intern! This is one-year, paid position in which you'll generate content for our social sites.

Reach out with your (1) name, (2) best fish meme, (3), one idea of a weekly post, and (4)
contact information to afs.calneva@gmail.com. Position open until filled!

https://files.constantcontact.com/418893ca301/009c594a-73cd-485e-8199-d508fee89b55.pdf?rdr=true


Renew Your Membership
Your support is crucial for advancing fisheries science and conservation
efforts. By renewing, you contribute to AFS’s important work on fisheries
policy, professional development, sharing of science, and much more.

 
By joining or renewing your California-Nevada Chapter membership, the

chapter benefits financially as well as from your expertise. Additionally, chapter
membership provides you with opportunities to network with other fisheries

professionals in your region at our annual events and meetings.
Renew your membership easily by logging into your account: AFS Sign In

(fisheries.org).

If you encounter any issues logging in, need help adding the CA-NV Chapter to
your membership, or believe you received this in error, please reach out
to membership@fisheries.org or AFS Membership Manager Kelly Kotche

at kkotche@fisheries.org.

We hope you continue to be part of the AFS community!

Future Events

Cal-Neva AFS 2025 Workshop
May 30th. 2025, Lodi, California

Register here.

155th Annual AFS Meeting
August 10-14, 2025 San Antonia, Texas

https://secure.fisheries.org/MemberResponsive/MyAccount/Sign_In.aspx
mailto:membership@fisheries.org
mailto:kkotche@fisheries.org
https://ticketstripe.com/AFSWorkshop
https://afsannualmeeting.fisheries.org/
https://afsannualmeeting.fisheries.org/


Get information about other upcoming fisheries meetings here

Visit our Chapter website
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